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Camille Geraldi:
A Gift of Love

BY BROOKE LANGE

n a day and age when most families can no longer
afford several children, Camille Geraldi is mother to 25.
But she is a different kind of mother, one who adopts
only the sickest, most “involved' children, those who are
severely handicapped or have Down syndrome—the
children most people don't want,

Today, she sits at the head of a long oak table
swrounded by 11 neatly lined, empty chairs in a house
in Boca Raton that is a temporary lodging place for the
Geraldis until their hurricane-destroved Kendall homes
can be repaired.

You won 't find any womn pillows scattered across the
floor, nor are the walls cluttered with family photos,
The house is nearly empty at this hour, a large TV sitting
on the floor at the far end of the room and three dressing
tables meatly pushed together, each drawer labeled
“socks,” “girls’ wear,” “boys' wear."”

Ower the last nine vears, Michael, a prominant Miamd
pediatrician, and Camiille Geraldi, a former nurse, have
brought 23 children into their home. Two girls, Jacyin
and Renae, are their natural-born daughters while two
others live in therr permanent guardianship.

Over the last
nine years,
Camille and
Michael Geraldi
have breught
23 children into
their home—the
kind of children

most people
don’t want.

The remaining children, ranging in age from
three weeks to 16 years, are pending adoption or are
already adopred,

But what's special about this family is not its
number, but the children themselves. Burdened
with severe medical problems or Down syndrome,
most were never expected to progress bevond a
vegelative state— if they lived at all. Their parents
had put them up for adoption becauss “they couldn’t
deal with the illnesses.” But dealing with the ill-
nesses 15 what Camille Geraldi does for a living.

“This was my life; It still is my life,” she says.

“I've been doing this for 28 years. This is wha |
got married for—to have a home for these kids.”

As Camille speaks, it's quiet inside the house
with the exception of three-week-old Angelica,
crying alittle for her bottle. This is a rare moment of
silence for a woman who typically works 22 hours
a day, caring for her children and working for her
foundation, Up With Down Syndrome. She nor-
mally sleeps only two hours a night, rising at 5:30
each moming to bathe, clothe and feed her 23
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